[A new highly active proteolytic myelin enzyme and its possible role in the mechanism of the demyelinating process].
The study of the myelin in the rabbit brain and in biological fluids of patients with multiple sclerosis has revealed the presence of a new highly active proteolytic enzyme. The article describes the physicochemical properties of this enzyme. Its role in the pathogenesis of the demyelinizing process is emphasized: normally being coupled with an inhibitor the enzyme is released as a result of the demyelinizing process and becomes active. This leads to the destruction of myelin proteins. Possible factors of enzyme activation are considered. The authors discuss the significance of differences in the activities depending on the stage of the process and the course of multiple sclerosis.